Renal artery stenosis and cardiovascular risk.
Atherosclerotic renal artery stenosis is the most common disease of the renal arteries and may lead to ischemic renal disease and hypertension. A close relationship exists between renal and cardiovascular disease, as they often occur concomitantly, and abnormalities in either system can cause disease and determine clinical outcome in the other. Renovascular disease is gaining recognition as a potentially important risk factor for cardiovascular morbidity and mortality. This article explores the association between atherosclerotic renal artery stenosis and the cardiovascular system.